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23 February 2023 

To 

The Chairman 
Central Pollution Control Board 
New Delhi 

The Member Secretary 
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board 
Sion East, Mumbai 

Subject: Matter of re-classification of Ready-Mix 
Cement Concrete Plants from Green Category 
to White. 

Ready Mix Cement Concrete Plants : Green
Category to be revised to White

Methodology for Normalization of scores to
be corrected : "Table-4 Calculation Sheet"
on Page 14 of the Final Document on
Classification of Industrial Sectors dated
29-Feb-2016, Circulated by CPCB on 07-
March-2016

Sir, 

Ax. B
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1. Recently, during the course of handling a matter
at the NGT WZ, Pune, related to the RMC plants,
flawed classification of RMC has been noticed by
me.

2. It is observed from the CPCB document related to
this subject that the ‘Table G-4: Final List of
Green Category of Industrial Sectors’ is
starting from Page No.42.

3. In this schedule, on Page No.45 Sr.no.37, it is
apparent from the points/marks given that RMC 
plants don’t have Water Pollution and Hazardous 
Waste Score. RMC have only Particulate Matter 
(PM) as pollutant and hence Score is 10. The score 
for Water and Hazardous Waste is specifically 
mentioned as “—” (not applicable / NIL / Zero).  

4. However, the ‘normalized score’ is 25 as it is
(100/40) x 10 = 25. This is not justified, I think.
The Score given is sort of negative marking/points.
It relates to the pollution potential and/or
environmental impact that can be caused from
that industry.

5. There is no need to normalize the score to 100. It
should be a plain and simple addition of the score/s
for respective sectors.

6. The classification ought to be on the basis of
straight simple addition of the (negative) score of
the sectors where there are emissions or pollution.

6
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7. Hypothetically, if RMC plant also gets say 5
(negative) points each on Water pollution and
Hazardous Waste generation, the score will be only
20. i.e., more pollution/emissions and the
(negative) score will be less. Air Pollution Part-2
Group A2F2 does have a score of 5. There is
Hazardous Waste Generation score of 10 each for
HW3 and HW4. i.e., if the industry generates these
two kinds of wastes more, even then it will be at
par with RMC. This is incorrect.

8. Since CPCB has issued Directions u/s.18(1)(b) of
the Water/Air Acts for compliance of categorisation
of industries, there is no flexibility left with SPCBs.
Hence, the correction/modification, if any, has to
be done by CPCB.

9. In view of the above, you are requested to
consider to scraping the ‘Table-4: Calculation
Sheet on Page No. 14’.

Regards. 

Raghunath Mahabal 

Enclosed:  

 CPCB Modified Directions dated 07-March-2016 
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Cf5;fla Qc;::4DI ~{f)(O) ~ 
CENtRAL POLLUTIQI\, CONTROL BOARD 

( 44lcHOJ ~ c:r::l '1-::illf'ill , lfffi'l mthn) 
I ~I T Y F ~· R • r t [ •. T 

No.B-2901 2/ESS(CPA)/2015-16/ March 07, 2016 

To 
The Chairman 
All the State Pollution Control Boards/ Poll ution Control Comm ittees 
( List Attached) 

SUB: MODIFIED DIRECTIONS UNDER SECTION 18(1)(b) OF THE WATER 
(PREVENTION & CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1974 and THE AIR 
(PREVENTION & CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1981 REGARDI NG 
HARMONIZATION OF CLASSIFICATION OF INDUSTRIAL SECTO RS 
UNDER RED/ ORANGE/ GREEN /WHITE CATEGO RIES. 

WHEREAS, under section 16 (2)(b) of the Water (Prevention and Control o f 
Pollu tion) Act, 1974 and under Section 16 (2)(c) of the Air (Prevention & Contro l of 
Pollution) Act, 1981, one o f the functions of lhc Central Po llu tion Control Board (CPCI3), 
cons tituted under the Water (Prevention and Con tro l of Poll ution) Act, 1974, is to 
coordinate activi ties of the Sta te Pol lution Control 13oards ( SPC!3s) and Pollution Con trol 
Committees (PCCs); and 

WHEREAS, under section 16 (2)(c) of the Water (Prevention and Control of 
Pollubon) Act, 1974 and under Section 16 (2)(d) of the Air (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981, one of the functions of the CPCB is to prov ide technica l assistance 
and guidance to SPCI3s and PCCs; and 

WHEREAS, it was brought to the notice of CPCB, that d ifferent SPCBs / PCCs 
were foll owing different criteria for classification of industrial sectors under 
I~ed/ Orange/ Green category and that classification was being useJ by the SPCBs/ PCCs 
for grant of consents to industries and for Inventorization / surveil!ancc o f indus tries. 

WHEREAS, the issue regarding classification of indus tries was de liberated upon 
in the 56111 Conference of Chairmen & Member Secreta ries of C PCB & SPCBs/ PCCs held 
on Augus t 31, 2010 and a working group comprising of representa ti ves from SPCI3s & 
CPCB was cons tituted to prepare a consolidated li st of industr ia l sectors fa lling under 
Red/Orange/ Green ca tegory to b ring unifo rmity in classificat ion of industrial sectors 
across the country; 

'IIW ~ "~TCR' ~ ~ 'llri. ~-110032 
Parivesh Bhawan , East Arjun Nagar, Delhi - 110032 

V~ Te .!'310?030 IPRT Fax . 223057q3 2(!.307078 22J07070, 22301f:l32 223oag-+B 

S p · . l mnd . r.;.;co •?'nc r ').(f>.7 Wr t lSIIO . WW\', cpcb IIC 1' 1 
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VVHEREAS, the report prepared by the Working Group w as disc ussed in the 57th 
Conference of Chairmen & Member Secretaries o f C PC B& SPCBs/PCCs held in Delhi o n 
September 15, 2011, wh erein some m odifications were prop osed ; 

WHEREAS, the fina l report of the w orking group w as prep a red, incorporating the 
s ugges tions/ o bservations mad e in the 57th Conference of C hairmen and Member 
Secretaries o f CPCB & SPC Bs/PCCs and in exercise of the po we rs d e legated to the 
Cha irman, CPC B under Section 18(1)(b) of the Water Act, 1974, following direc tions were 
issued for compliance to all SPCBs/PCCs to m aintain uniformity in ca tegori :;.a ti on of 
industries as red , o range and green as pe r lis t fina lized by CPCB, w hich id en tified HS 
types of industria l sectors as ' Red', 73 ind u s tri al sec tors as 'Orange' a nd 86 sec tors as 
' Green': 

a) . To maintain unifo rmity in categoriza tion o f industries under Red / 
O range/Green category, the SPCBs / PCCs shall adopt the lis t as finalized by CPC B based 
o n the recommendations o f tha t Working Group for grant of Con sent, invenlorization of 
industri es under Red, Orange and G reen categories and o ther related acti vi tics. 

(b). T he SPC Bs/ PCCs s ha ll r evise the list o f Red , O ran ge and G reen ca tegori es 
of industries op era ting in their jurisdiction based on the criteria s pecified in the fina l 
report of that W orking Gro u p and submit th e sam e to CPCB within 90 days in h ard cop:r 
as w ell as soft copy; 

WHEREAS, la ter-on, it w as observed tha t the process o f ca tegorization thus f<u w<1s 
prima ril y based on the size of the ind us tries and consumption o f resources a nd po llution 
due to discharge o f emissions and efflu ents and its li kel y impact o n hea lth was no t 
cons idered as p r imary c riteria; 

W HEREAS, the re ha ve been prop osals from the SPC I3s / PCCs a nd indus tr ia l 
associa tions for ca tegoriza tion of the industria l sectors in a more pragmatic manner . The 
issue was di scussed during the n a tional level conference o f the Env ironmen t Minis te rs of 
the States, held in New Delhi during April 06-07,2015 and also during the Confere nce of 
the C hairme n and Mem ber Secretaries o f CPCB a nd SPC Bs/PCCs held in New Delhi on 
Apr il 08, 2015. According ly , a 'Wor king G ro u p' comprising of the Me m bers from Centra l 
Pollu tion Contro l Board and Sta te Pollution Control Boa rds representing the Sta tes of 

Andhra Pradesh, P unjab, Tamilna du, Wes t Bengal , Mad hya P ra d esh a nd Ma hJ rashtra, 
was cons titu ted to revis it the c riteria of ca tegori za tion of indus tries a nd su ggest rationale 
based on p olluti on potential for ca tegori za tion of indus trial sectors and adop ting it fo r 

implementa tion of pollution control plan; 

WH EREAS, the Work ing Group has deve lo ped the criteria o f ca tegorizatio n o f ind us tri a l 
sec tors based o n tht' co ncept of Polluho n Index w hich is a func tio n of the emissions (a ir 
pollutan ts), efflu ents (water pollutan ts), haza rdo us w astes generated and cons um ption of 
resources. For this purpose the references are ta ken from the the Wa te r (Preven ti on and Conl-ro l 

2/5 
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of Pollution) Cess (Amendment) Act, 2003, Standards so far prescribed fo r various pollult~nls 

under Env ironment (Pro tection) Ac t , 1986 and Doon Valley No tificatio n, 1989 issued by 
MoEFCC. The Pollution Index (PI) of an y induslTia l sector is a number from 0 to 100 and the 
increasing value of PI denotes the increasing degree of pollution load from th e industrial sector; 

WHEREAS , based on the se ries of consu lta tions with SPCBs, d iffe rent CovL~rnmenl / Non­
gove rnment Institutions including industries and MoEfCC, the follow ing criteria o n ' Range of 
Po llutio n Index 'for the purpose of ca tegorization o f indus tri a l sectors has been finalized: 

o Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of 60 and above - Red ca tegory 
o Indus trial Sectors having Pollution Index score of 41 to 59 - O rc1nge catC'go ry 
o Indus trial Sectors having Pollution Index score of 21 to 40 -Green category 
c Industria l Sectors ha ving Pollutio n Index smn' incl. & u pto 20 - \Nhite catcgor:· 

W HEREAS, based on the revised cr iteria, the Tinil l I\eport on Rev ised CML'gorization 
of Industria] Sectors under Red /Orange/ Green/White' has been evo lved. The 
'Categorization' is based on the relative pollution potential of the industrial sectors and 
grouping of the industrial sectors based on the use of raw ma te rials, manufactur ing 
process adopted and pollutants likely to be genera ted; 

WHEREAS, based on relati ve Pollution Index, the number of indus tries in va rious 
ca tegories are as under : 

1. The Red ca tegory of industrial sec tors: 60 
11. The Ora nge category of indus tria l sectors: 83 

111. The Green ca tegory of industria l sectors: 63 and 
I V . T he Newly introduced White category: 36 

WHEREAS, there shall be no necessity of obtai ning the Consent to O perate" tm White 
category of industries and an intimation to concerned Sl)CB / PCC sha ll suffice; 

WHEREAS, the p urpose of categori?..ation is to ensure thCit the indust ry is 
es ta blished in a m anner cons istent wi th the environmental objectives and to prornpt 
industria l sec tors to adopt cleaner techno logies, ultimately resulting in generation of no 
or minimum pollutants. 

WHEREAS the new categorization system sha ll a lso faci lita te in self-assessnK'nt 
by industries; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers delega ted to the C hairman, CPCB under 
Section 18(1)(b) of the Water (Prevention & Contro l of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Section 
18(1)(b) of the Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution), Act, 1981 the ea rli er Directions 
issued in June 2012 in the context o f ca tegorisation of industries as Red, Orange & Green 
are w ithdrawn w ith immed iate effect and follo wing 'Directions' are here by issued for 
compliance by a ll SPCBs and PCCs: 

3
,~ 
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1. That the SPCBs and PCCs shal l adopt the Revised Criteria of categorization 
of industrial sectors as detailed in table nos. Fl, F2, F3 and F4 and Revised 
Lists of Red, Orange, Green and White categories of industrial sectors, 
presented at table no. G2, G3, C4 and C5 respectively, in the ' Final I~eport' 
as attached herewith immediately. 

2. That all pending applications for consideration of 'Consent to Establish' 
and 'Consent to Operate' and future such applications shall be processed as 
per revised criter ia. 

3. That the SPCBs and PCCs will provide the list of industries identified in 
each category existing in the State which have been considered for g rant of 
consents. SPCBsiPCCs wi ll forward the list of such industries before 
31.05.2016 and the same will be uploaded on the websites of respective 
SPCBIPCC. 

4. That the ' Rev ised Lists of Red, Orange, Green and White category uf 
industrial sectors' s hall be used by the SPCBs and PCCs for Consent 
Management and inventorization of indus tries under Red, Orange ,Green 
and W hite categories. Siting of industries sha ll be only in conforming a reelS. 
SPCBs I PCCs shall evolve sector specific plans for control of pollution and 
industrial surveillance for verifying compliance. 

5. That the SPCBs and PCCs shall rev ise I prepare the inventor~' of Red , 
Orange, Green and White categories of industries operating in thei r 
jurisdiction based on the revised criteria specified in the Fina l Report and 
submit the same to CPCB within 90 days i.e., before 30.05.2016 in hard copy 
as well as soft copy. 

6. That the lis ted category of industries or those identified later-on Ulllkr 
different categories shall not be linked to sanctiun of loan I finance or bank 
proceedings. 

7. That any further addition of any new or left-over industria l sector and their 
categorization which is not listed in the revised Jist of Red, Orange, Green 
and White industrial sectors, shall be done at the level of concerned SPC13 
IPCC following rev ised criteria & guidelines as detailed in the att0chcd 
document and no concurrence of CPCB shall normally be required . It is 
further clarified that while categorizing the industries, fractional numbers 
shall be rounded off to nearest integer. 

4 /~ 
, ) 
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The SPCBs/PCCs shall acknowledge the recei pt of directions and submit the 
'Action Taken Report' in compliance w ith these directions to CPCB before 
15.04.2016. 

Copy to: 

1. The Chief Secretary of al.l the States and UTs 
2. The Secretary , 

Minis try of Micro, Small and Medium Entrepreneurs 
Udyog Bhawan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi- -,, 0 011 

3. The Secretary, 
Ministry of Heavy Industries 
Udyog Bhawan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi - 110 011 

4. The Secretary, 
Ministry of N ew a nd Renewable Energy 
Block-14, CGO Cumplex, 
Lodhi Road,New Delhi -110 003, 

5. The Advisor(CP Divis ion) 
Ministry of En v ironment ,Forests and Climate C hange 
Indira Pa ryave1 ran Bhawan 
Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi- 110 003 

6. All Zonal Offices o f CPCB 

515 

(Arun 

/) 

~~ . 
(A. B. Ako lknr) ?·S .;( 

Mem ber Sccreti'lry 
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1 

Final Document 
on 

Revised 
Classification  

of  

Industrial Sectors 
Under  

Red, Orange, Green and White Categories 
(February 29, 2016) 

Central Pollution Control Board 
Delhi

1
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2 

Executive Summary 

Categorization of Industrial Sectors under Red, Orange, Green and White Category 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) had brought out 
notifications in 1989, with the purpose of prohibition/ restriction of operations of certain industries to 
protect ecologically sensitive Doon Valley. The notification introduced the concept of categorization 
of industries as ” Red”, “Orange “and “Green” with the purpose of facilitating decisions related to 
location of these industries.  Subsequently, the application of this concept was extended in other parts 
of the country not only for the purpose of location of industries, but also for the purpose of Consent 
management and formulation of norms related to surveillance / inspection of industries. 

The concept of categorization of industries continued to evolve and as different State Pollution 
Control Boards interpreted it differently, a need arose to bring about necessary uniformity in its 
application across the country. In order to harmonize the ‘Criteria of categorization’, Directions were 
issued by CPCB under Section 18(1)(b) of the Water ( Prevention & Control of Pollution) , Act, 1974 to 
all SPCBs/PCCs  to maintain uniformity in categorization of industries as red, green and orange as 
per list finalized by CPCB, which identified 85 types of industrial sectors as ‘Red’, 73 industrial 
sectors as ‘Orange’ and 86 sectors as ‘Green’.  

The process of categorization thus far was primarily based on the size of the industries and 
consumption of resources. The pollution due to discharge of emissions & effluents and its likely 
impact on health was not considered as primary criteria. There was demand from the SPCBs / PCCs 
and industrial associations for categorization of the industrial sectors in a more transparent manner. 
Accordingly, the issue was discussed thoroughly during the national level conference of the 
Environment Ministers of the States,  held in New Delhi during April 06-07, 2015 and  a ‘Working 
Group’ comprising of the members from CPCB, APPCB, TNPCB, WBPCB, PPCB, MPPCB and 
Maharashtra PCB is constituted to revisit the criteria of categorization of industries and recommend 
measures for making the system transparent and rational. 

The Working Group has developed the criteria of categorization of industrial sectors based on the 
Pollution Index which is a function of the emissions (air pollutants), effluents (water pollutants), 
hazardous wastes generated and consumption of resources. For this purpose the references are taken 
from the the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution ) Cess (Amendment) Act, 2003, Standards  
so far prescribed for  various pollutants under Environment (Protection) Act , 1986 and Doon Valley 
Notification, 1989 issued by MoEFCC. The Pollution Index PI of any industrial sector is a number 
from 0 to 100 and the increasing value of PI denotes the increasing degree of pollution load from the 
industrial sector. Based on the series of brain storming sessions among CPCB, SPCBs and MoEFCC , 
the following criteria on  ‘Range of Pollution Index ‘for the purpose of categorization of  industrial 
sectors is finalized.     

2
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3 

o Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of 60 and above – Red category
o Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of  41 to 59 –Orange category
o Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of  21 to 40 –Green category
o Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score incl.&upto 20 -White category 

The newly introduced White category of industries pertains to those industrial sectors which are 
practically non-polluting such as Biscuit trays etc. from rolled PVC sheet (using automatic vacuum 
forming machines), Cotton and woolen hosiers making (Dry process only without any 
dying/washing operation), Electric lamp (bulb) and CFL manufacturing by assembling only, 
Scientific and mathematical instrument manufacturing, Solar power generation through photovoltaic 
cell, wind power and mini hydel power (less than 25 MW). 

The salient features of the ‘Re-categorization’ Exercise are  as follows : 

Due importance has been given to relative pollution potential of the industrial sectors
based on scientific criteria . Further, wherever possible, splitting of the industrial sectors is
also considered based on the use of raw materials, manufacturing process adopted and in-
turn pollutants expected to be generated.
The Red category of industrial sectors would be 60.
The Orange category of industrial sectors would be 83.
The Green category of industrial sectors would be 63.
Newly introduced White category contains 36 industrial sectors which are practically non-
polluting.
There shall be no necessity of obtaining the Consent to Operate’’ for White category of
industries. An intimation to concerned SPCB / PCC shall suffice.
No Red category of industries shall normally be permitted in the ecologically fragile area
/ protected area.

The purpose of categorization is to ensure that the industry is established in a manner which 
is consistent with the environmental objectives. The new criteria will prompt industrial sectors 
willing to adopt cleaner technologies, ultimately resulting in generation of fewer pollutants. Another 
feature of the new categorization system lies in facilitating self-assessment by industries as the 
subjectivity of earlier assessment has been eliminated. This ‘Re-categorization’ is a part of the efforts, 
policies and objective of present government to create a clean & transparent working environment in 
the country and promote the Ease of Doing Business. 

Other similar efforts include installation of Continuous Online Emissions/ Effluent 
Monitoring Systems in the polluting industries,   Revisiting of the CEPI (Comprehensive 
Environment Pollution Index) concept for assessment of polluted industrial clusters, Revision of 
existing industrial Emission/Effluent discharge standards, initiation of special drive on pollution 
control activities in Ganga River basin and many more in coming future.  

----------------------------------- 

3
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4 

Revised Criteria of Categorization of Industries 

 “Securing industrial pollution control in accordance with the Water (Prevention & Control 

of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 by linking with 

categorization of industries, consent management and vigilance – ‘In context of Red, Orange,  

Green and White categories of industries” 

A:  Genesis of Categorization:  

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) had 

brought out notifications, which inter-alia refers to Prohibition/ Restriction on 

operation of industries to protect ecologically sensitive areas or areas of specific 

importance. This has for the first time brought the concept of categorization of 

industries to” Red”, “Orange “and “Green” and restrict their operation in 

certain areas of importance. Therefore, it is at-once interpreted that Red, 

Orange and Green categorization is linked with location specific needs.  

The notification of MoEF was first brought on 2nd February,1989 in case of 

“Restriction on location of industries, mining operations and other 

developmental activities in Doon Valley in “Uttarakhand” and thereafter 

another notification on 24th February 1999 regarding restriction on the setting 

up of industries in Dahanu Taluka in Maharashtra. The categorization had 

been made mainly on the basis of size of the industries, man power and 

consumption of resources. 

However, in other parts of the country, there have been variations in context to 

the classification of industries under Red, Orange and Green categories. SPCBs 

/ PCCs were following their own criteria in different States thereby creating 

confusion. 

In order to harmonize the ‘Criteria of categorization’, a ‘Working Group’ was 

formed as per resolution passed during the 57th Conference of the Chairmen & 

Member Secretaries of CPCB and SPCBs. Based on the recommendations of the 

Working Group, Directions dated 4/6/2012 under Section 18(1)(b) of the Water 

4
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5 

( Prevention & Control of Pollution) , Act, 1974 were issued to all SPCBs/PCCs  

with the effects to maintain uniformity in categorization of industries as red, 

green and orange as per list finalized by the Working Group. This indicative 

list included 85 types of industrial sectors as ‘Red’, 73 industrial sectors as 

‘Orange’ and 86 sectors as ‘Green’. However, these identified categories have 

not been assigned with scores as per existing criteria/ or any new criteria  

B: Categorization criteria used by SPCBs/PCCs: 

SPCBs and PCCs use the criteria of Red, Orange and Green categories for consent 

management and vigilance purposes for carrying out inspections to verify compliance 

to the stipulated standards. However the above categorization do not emphasize on 

sector-specific plan for control of pollution in accordance with priority based on 

pollution index. 

C: Gap in the process: 

1. The categorization has been made mainly on the basis of size of the 

industries and consumption of resources. The pollution due to discharge of 

emissions & effluents and its impact on health was not considered as 

primary criteria. 

2. Categorization was on random basis, no scoring system was adopted. 

  D: Resolutions made during National Level Conferences   

The issue was discussed thoroughly during the following national level conferences held in 
New Delhi: 

Conference of the Environment Ministers of Central Government and State 
Governments during April 06-07, 2015 

59th Conference of Chairmen & Member Secretaries of Pollution Control Boards / 
Pollution Control Committees held on April 08, 2015 

Accordingly following resolutions were made during the Conferences: 

5
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6 

1. A ‘Working Group’ comprising of the members from CPCB, APPCB, TNPCB, WBPCB,
PPCB, MPPCB and Maharashtra PCB is constituted.

2. This WG shall revisit the categorization of industries that is based on pollution index criteria &
environmental issues such as  generation of emission, effluent and hazardous wastes. 

3. The categorization will be done on the basis of composite score (0-100 marks)  of Pollution
Index given in accordance with the following weightage.

Air Pollution Score based on parameters namely PM, CO, NOx, SOx, 
HMs , Benzene, Ammonia  and other toxic parameters relevant to the 
industry. 

40 Marks 

Water Pollution Score based on parameters namely pH, TSS, NH3-N, 
BOD, Phenol and other toxic pollutants relevant to the industry. 

40 Marks 

Hazardous wastes ( land fillable, incinerable, recyclable) as generated 
by the industry.   

20 Marks 

Note : 
Parameters to be decided on the basis of the nature of the wastes generating from 
the industrial sector. 
Industries having only either water pollution or air pollution, the score will be 
normalized wrt 100.  

4. Based on the score of the Pollution Index, following categorization be made :

o  Type of industries, if scores 60 and above be categorized   as Red 

o  Type of industries, if scores from 30 to 59 be categorized as Orange 

o  Type of industries, if scores from 15 to 29 be categorized as Green

o Type of industries, if less than 15 be categorized as  White or non-polluting industry.

5. SPCBs/PCCs may issue consent to the industries

- Red category of industries for 5 years. 

- Orange category of industries for 10 years. 

- Green category of industries  for 15 years.  

- No necessity of consent for non-polluting industries. 

6. No red categories of industries will be permitted to establish in eco-sensitive areas and 

protected areas. 

E:  Follow-up Actions made on the Resolutions :- 

Accordingly, a Committee comprising the Chairmen of CPCB, APPCB, TNPCB, 

MPPCB, MPCB, PPCB, WBPCB and MS, CPCB was constituted vide CPCB OM dated 

6

3. The categorization will be done on the basis of composite score (0-100 marks)  of Pollution 
Index given in accordance with the following weightage.

4. Based on the score of the Pollution Index, following categorization be made :

6. No red categories of industries will be permitted to establish in eco-sensitive areas and 

protected areas.
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23.04.2015 to review &  classify industrial sectors into different categories based on 

criteria of respective pollution potential. 

The categorization is made on the basis of  following:  

o Quality of emissions  (air pollutants)  generated

o Quality of effluents ( water pollutants) generated

o Types of hazardous wastes generated

o Consumption of resources

Reference is taken from the following : 

o The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution ) Cess Act, 1977

o Standards  so far prescribed for  various pollutants under the Environment

(Protection) Act , 1986 

o Doon Valley Notification, 1989 issued by MoEF.

F : Scoring Methodology : 

The details on the scoring methodology in respect of the aforesaid 3 components is 

presented in the following tables F-1 to F-4 .  

7
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Table F-1 :  Water Pollution Scoring Methodology 

Sl. No. Activity / Types of Discharges Score 
Part A : Score W1 : Score based on types of expected criteria water-pollutants present in 
industrial processes waste waters. Maximum of the following seven categories is to be taken.   
W11  Waste-water which is polluted and the pollutants are -  

not easily biodegradable ( very high strength waste waters having 
BOD > 5000 mg/l ); or  
toxic; or  
both toxic and not easily biodegradable. 
(Presence of criteria water pollutants having prescribed standard 
limits up-to 10 mg/l  or having BOD > 5000 mg/l). For details 
appendix 1 may be referred)  

30  

W12  Non-toxic high strength polluted waste-water having BOD in the range of 
1000-5000 mg/l and the pollutants are biodegradable.

(Presence of criteria water pollutants having prescribed standard 
limits from  11 mg/l to 250 mg/l and having BOD strength in the 
range of 1000-5000 mg/l) . For details appendix 1 may be referred) 

25 

W13 Non toxic- polluted waste-water having BOD below 1000 mg/l and the 
pollutants are easily biodegradable. 
(Presence of criteria water pollutants having prescribed standard limits 
from  11mg/l to 250 mg/l and having BOD strength below 1000 mg/l) . 
For details appendix 1 may be referred) 

20 

W14  Waste-water generated from the chemical processes and which is polluted 
due to presence of high TDS ( total dissolved solids)  of inorganic nature.  
(Presence of criteria water pollutants having prescribed standard limits 
more than 250 mg/l. For details appendix 1 may be referred) 

15 

W15 Waste-water generated from the physical unit operations / processes and 
which is polluted due to presence of  TDS (total dissolved solids) of 
inorganic nature and of natural origin like fresh-water RO rejects, boiler 
blow-downs, brine solution rejects etc.  
(Presence of criteria water pollutants having prescribed standard limits 
more than 250 mg/l. For details appendix 1 may be referred) 

12 

W16 Non-toxic polluted waste-water from those units which are: 
Having the overall waste-water generation less than 10 KLD and  
The pollutants are easily bio-degradable having BOD below 200 
mg/l which can be easily treated in a single stage ASP (activated 

12 

8

Table F-1 :  Water Pollution Scoring Methodology

Score W1 

20
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sludge process) based Effluent Treatment Plant.  
Note : This is a special category and is applicable to only those units 
having over-all liquid waste generation less than 10 KLD with low 
strength organic load.   

W17 Waste-water from cooling towers and cooling-re-circulation processes   10 
Part B : Score  W2 : Score based on huge discharges of any kind (Penalty Clause) 
W2  Industry having overall liquid waste generation of 100 KLD or more 

including industrial & domestic waste-water.   
10 

Overall Water Pollution Score W = W1+W2 

9

Score  W2
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Appendix 1 

Water Pollutants covered under Group W11: 

Free available Chlorine , Total residual chlorine, Fluoride (as F), 
Sulphide (as S), Free Ammonical Nitrogen, Dissolved phosphates (as 
P), Free ammonia (as NH3), Nitrate Nitrogen, Mercury (As Hg), 
Selenium (as Se), Hexa-valent chromium (as Cr + 6), Lead (as Pb), Tin , 
Vanadium (as V), Cadmium (as Cd), Manganese (as Mn), Total 
chromium (as Cr), Copper (as Cu), Iron (as Fe), Nickel (as Ni), Zinc (as 
Zn), Benzene, Arsenic (as As), Benzo-a-pyrene, Cyanide (as CN), 
Phenolic compounds (as C6H5OH) , Adsorbable Organic Halogens 
(AOX), Boron and /or 
BOD strength of waste water > 5000 mg/l 

Water Pollutants covered under Group W12: 

Sodium Absorption Ratio (SAR) , Biochemical oxygen demand (3 days 
at 27oC), Total Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN), Ammonical nitrogen (as N), 
Suspended solids, Total nitrogen (as N), Chemical oxygen demand, Oils 
& grease and  
BOD strength of waste water is in the range of 1000-5000 mg/l 

Water Pollutants covered under Group W13: 

Sodium Absorption Ratio (SAR), Biochemical oxygen demand (3 days at 
27oC), Total Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN), Ammonical nitrogen (as N), 
Suspended solids, Total nitrogen (as N), Chemical oxygen demand and 
BOD strength of waste water is below 1000 mg/l  

Water Pollutants covered under Group W14 and W15: 

Chlorides as Cl, Colour , Total dissolved solids (TDS - Inorganic) 

Water Pollutants covered under Group W16 

 BOD strength of waste water is below 200 mg/l and overall 
discharge is less than 10 KLD.  

10
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Table F-2 :  Air Pollution Score 

Sl. 
No. 

Air  
Pollutants 

Group  

‘Range of Prescribed Standard ’ of criteria pollutants  Marks 

Part 1 : Score A1 = Score based on types of expected criteria Air Pollutants present in the emissions . 
Maximum of the following seven categories is to be taken. For details appendix 2 may be referred.  
1  Group A1A Presence of criteria air pollutants having prescribed standard limits up -

to 2 mg/Nm3   
30 

2  Group A1B Presence of criteria air pollutants having prescribed standard from 3  
to10 mg/Nm3   

25 

3  Group A1C Presence of criteria air pollutants having prescribed standard from 11 to 
50 mg/Nm3   

20 

4  Group A1D Presence of criteria air pollutants having prescribed standard from 51 to 
250 mg/Nm3   

15

5  Group A1E Presence of criteria air pollutants having prescribed standard from 
251mg/Nm3 & above.  

10 

6 Group A1F Generation of  fugitive emissions of Particulate Matters which are:  
o  Not generated as a result of combustion of any kind of

fossil-fuel. 
o Generated due to handling / processing of materials

without involving the use of any kind of chemicals.  
o Which can be easily contained /controlled with simple

conventional methods 

10 

7 Group A1G Generation of  Odours which are : 
o  Generated due to application of binding gums / cements

/adhesives /enamels 
o Which can be easily contained /controlled with simple

conventional methods 

10 

Part 2 :  Score A2 = Score based on consumption of fuels and technologies required for air pollution control : 

6 Group A2F1 All such industries in which the daily consumption of coal/fuel 
is more than 24 MT/day  and the particular 
(Particulate/gaseous/process) emissions from which can be 
controlled only with high level equipments / technology like 
ESPs, Bag House Filters, High Efficiency   chemical wet 
scrubbers  etc.  

10 

7 Group A2F2 All such industries in which the daily consumption of coal/fuel 
is from 12 MT/day to 24 MT/day and the particular 
(Particulate/gaseous/process) emissions from which can be 
controlled with suitable proven technology.  

5 

Overall Air Pollution Score –A = A1 + A2  

11

Table F-2 :  Air Pollution Score 

Score A1

Score A2 

57 Group A2F2

23
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Appendix 2 

Air pollutants covered under Group A1A: 

 Cd+Th, Dioxins & Furans,  Mercury, Asbestos 

 

Air Pollutants covered under Group A1B: 

 HF, Nickel+ Vanadium, HBr, Manganese,  Lead, H2S, P2O5 as H3PO4 

 

Air Pollutants covered under Group A1C: 

 Chlorine, Pesticide compounds,  CH3Cl, TOC, Total Fluoride, 
 Hydrocarbons, NH3, HCL vapour & Mist, H2SO4 Mist, SO2  

 

Air Pollutants covered under Group A1D: 

  CO, PM, CO, NOx  

 

Air Pollutants covered under Group A1E: 

  NOx with liquid-fuel, SO2 with liquid-fuel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12

PM, 

24
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Table F-3:  Hazardous Waste Generation Score 

Sl.No.  Types of  Hazardous Waste Generated as  per Schedule 1 / 
Schedule 2 of Hazardous Waste ( Management, Handling & 
Trans-boundary Movement) Rules , 2008  . Maximum of the 
following four categories is to be taken 

Score 

HW1  Land disposable HW which require special care & 
treatment for stabilization before disposal. 

20  

HW2 Incinerable HW 15 

HW3  Land disposable HW which doesn’t require treatment & 
stabilization before disposal. 
High volume low effect wastes such as fly-ash, phspho-
gypsum, red-mud, slags from pyro-metallurgical 
operations, mine tailings and ore beneficiation rejects)  

10 

HW4 Recyclable HW, which are easily recyclable with proven 
technologies.  

10 

13

Table F-3:  Hazardous Waste Generation Score

25

1054



14 

Table F-4 :  Calculation Sheet 
Industrial Sector - .............  

1. Water Pollution Score (W)
Scores Waste Water Category Value 

Score on W1 
Score on W2 

Water Pollution Score = W1+W2 
2. Air Pollution Score (A)

Scores Air Pollutant Category Value 
Score on A1 
Score on A2 - - 

Air Pollution Score = A1+A2 
3. Hazardous Waste Score (HW)

Score HW Category Value 
HW 

Grand Total = W + A + HW 
Note :  

1. Any of the industrial sector having only either air pollution (A)  or water pollution 
(W)  , the score will be normalized to 100 as per the following formula – 

Normalized Score = {100 x W ( or A)} / 40 

2. Any of the industrial sector having air pollution (A)  and water pollution (W) both but 
no hazardous waste generation (H) , the joint score of air & water pollution will be 
normalized to 100 as per the following formula – 

Normalized Score = {100 x (W+A)} / 80 

3. Any of the industrial sector having air pollution (A)  &  hazardous waste generation 
(H)  but no water pollution (W), the joint score of air pollution  & hazardous waste 
generation will be normalized to 100 as per the following formula – 

Normalized Score = {100 x (A+H)} / 60 

4. Any of the industrial sector having water pollution (W) and hazardous waste 
generation (H) but no air pollution (A), the joint score of water pollution & hazardous 
waste generation will be normalized to 100 as per the following formula – 

Normalized Score = {100 x (W+H)} / 60 

14

Table F-4 :  Calculation Sheet 

only either air pollution (A) 

Normalized Score = {100 x W ( or A)} / 40

14
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G : Developments : 

i. The existing Red ( 85 sectors) , Orange ( 73 sectors) and Green ( 86 sectors) i.e a total of 244

industrial sectors  have been assessed as per the proposed formula by the Working Group. For 

this purpose, concerned Engineers / Scientists from the Member SPCBs were also involved & 

consulted during May 28-29, 2015.   

ii. After careful examination and consideration of the suggestions of concerned stake-holders the “Draft

Document on Revised Concept of Categorization of Industrial Sectors “ was  prepared by the 

Committee and circulated to all the SPCBs, PCCs and concerned Ministries for their information & 

comments. The ‘ Draft Document ’ was uploaded on the website of CPCB also for information & 

comments of one & all.   

iii. The matter was discussed during the 170th Board Meeting also and issues raised by the Board

Members pertaining to some of the industrial sectors were clarified.  

iv. Responses were received from various concerned Ministries, SPCBs, Industrial Associations

including individuals. 

v. Based on the above, final meeting was convened by the Secretary , MoEFCC with CPCB and

senior officers of MoEFCC on January 06, 2016 to resolve the issues appropriately and finalize the 

‘Re-categorization’. Accordingly , following modifications in the ‘Range of Pollution Index ‘for 

the purpose of categorization of  industrial sectors  were suggested :    

Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of 60 and above – Red category

 Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of  41 to 59   –Orange category

Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score of  21 to 40   –Green category

Industrial Sectors having Pollution Index score incl.& upto 20  –White category

vi. Based on the final criteria as described in v above , the final categorization is as follows :

Category of  
Industrial Sector 

Existing Categorization Proposed (New) 
categorization 

Red 85 60 
Orange 73 83 
Green 86 63 
White --- 36 
Total 244 242 

vii. In the proposed categorization, some of the industrial sectors have been either deleted

due to duplication or merged with similar type of sectors on account of same 

15
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characteristics of pollution generation. In a similar way, some of the industrial sectors 

are split into more sectors on account of variation in the raw materials / 

manufacturing process. As a result final totals of the existing and proposed 

categorization are different.   

viii. The industrial sector which doesn’t fall under any of the above four categories ( Red,

Orange, Green and White) , decision with regard to its categorization will be taken at 

the level of concerned SPCB/PCC by a committee headed by the Member Secretary , 

SPCB/PCC and comprising of two senior cadre Engineers / Scientists of the SPCB / 

PCC in accordance with the scoring-criteria specified in this document. 

ix. The summary is presented in the following Table G-1 and final lists of Red, Orange,

Green and White categories of industries are presented in Tables G-2, G-3, G-4 and G-5 

respectively,  which are self explanatory. 

16
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1) R6 - M/s Super RMC Buildcon Pvt Ltd 

1 Name of RMC M/s Super RMC Buildcon Pvt Ltd, Sr. No. 45, Hissa No. 1, Village 
Maljipada, Taluka Vasai, District Palghar 

2 Validity of Consent 30.11.2027 
3 Legal Action Status Board had issued Closure Direction on 02.04.2020. 
4 Present status After compliance made by the industry Board has issued 

Conditional Restart Direction on 17.11.2022. Plant is in 
operation 

5 NOC from Local body Obtained NOC from Local Body 
6 Remarks Complied with consent conditions 

2) R7 - M/s Creative RMC 

Name of RMC M/s Creative RMC, (presently known as M/s Jijau Construction 
Road Builder Pvt. Ltd) Survey No. 52/4, Village Maljipada, Taluka 
Vasai, District Palghar 

Validity of Consent M/s Creative RMC sold the Plant to M/s Jijau Construction Road 
Builder Pvt. Ltd Valid upto 31.1.2024 

Legal Action Status Board has issued Show Cause Notice to M/s Jijau Construction 
on 16.06.2022. 

Present status Plant is in operation 
NOC from Local body Obtained NOC from Local Body 
Remarks Complied with consent conditions. 

3) R8 - M/s M.E. Infraproject Pvt Ltd 

Name of RMC M/s M.E. Infraproject Pvt Ltd, 
Survey No. 50, Hissa No. 1 Near Ramdev Studio, Near Lodha 
Dham, Village Maljipada, Taluka Vasai, District Palghar. 

Validity of Consent 31.05.2025 
Legal Action Status Board had issued Closure Direction on 02.04.2020 
Present status After compliance made by the industry Board has issued 

Conditional Restart Direction on 11.01.2021. Plant is in 
operation 

NOC from Local body NOC from Local body 
Remarks Complied with consent conditions 

4) R9 – M/s Skyland RMC Infra 

Name of RMC M/s Skyland RMC Infra,  
CTS No. 50/1 & 45/2, Village Maljipada, Taluka Vasai, District 
Palghar. 

Validity of Consent 30.09.2025 
Legal Action Status Board has issued Closure Direction on 02.04.2020 
Present status After compliance made by the industry Board has issued 

Conditional Restart Direction on 11.01.2021. Plant is in 
operation 

NOC from Local body Obtained NOC from Local Body 
Remarks Complied with consent conditions. 

5) R10 - M/s R & B infra 

Name of RMC M/s R & B infra, 
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S.No. 52, Hissa No. 1,3 & 4, Village Maljipada, Taluka Vasai, 
District Palghar. 

Validity of Consent 31.12.2024 
Legal Action Status Board has issued Closure Direction on 02.04.2020 
Present status Plant is not in operation. 
NOC from Local body Obtained NOC from Local Body 
Remarks Unit is not complied but closed 

6) R11 - M/s. Sardar Concrete 

Name Of RMC M/s. Sardar Concrete, 
S.No.47/5, 52/ 1, Village Maljipada, Taluka Vasai, District 
Palghar 

Validity of Consent 31.07.2025 
Legal Action Status Board had issued Closure Direction on 02.04.2020 
Present status After compliance made by the industry, Board has issued 

Conditional Restart Direction on 11.01.2021. Plant is in 
operation 

NOC from Local body Obtained NOC from Local Body 
Remarks Complied with consent conditions. 

7) R12 - M/s New India RMC 

Name of RMC M/s New India RMC (presently known as M/s Bucon RMC LLP), 
Survey No. 39, Hissa No. 2 & 3, Village Maljipada, Taluka Vasai, 
District Palghar. 

Validity of Consent 30.11.2024 
Legal Action Status Board has issued Closure Direction on 02.04.2020 
Present status After compliance made by the industry Board has issued 

Conditional Restart Direction on 17.11.2022. Plant is in 
operation 

NOC from Local body Obtained NOC from Local Body 
Remarks Complied with consent conditions 

8) R14 - M/s J Kumar Infra 

Name of RMC M/s J Kumar Infra, 
Tejdeep Compound, Opp Gaimukh Naka, Ghodbunder Road, 
Thane - 400601. 

Validity of Consent Consent was valid up to 31.10.2019. Further renewal of consent 
is refused on 26.02.2020 

Legal Action Status Board has issued Closure Direction on 27.03.2019 
Present status Visited unit on 30.12.2022 & observed that, RMC plant is not in 

operation since last one year as informed by industry 
representative. Electric supply is re-connected on 28.08.2022 by 
MSEDCL. As reported by industry representative, electric supply 
is only or casting yard, office & labor camp 

NOC from Local body Obtained letter from MMRDA dtd .01.10.2019 for metro line 4A 
Corridor dedicated project 

Remarks Restart order not issued as location of the plant comes under 
Sanjay Gandhi Eco Sensitive Zone. 
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